Backward Design Template

Identify Problem and Desired Transformation






Determine Acceptable Evidence








What is the transformation in understanding that you would like to see in your students?











What content based problem do you see in your students that you would you like to address?





I would like to see students transform knowledge of knowing how to conjugate a verb or match a vocabulary word from English to Spanish to understanding how to use a verb to communicate with other speakers and using vocabulary to describe objects while talking or writing.


I want students to be able to do more than a fill in the blank on a test and more than a matching test.  If they don’t know a word in the target language, I want them to be able to describe that word (in the TL) to someone in order to communicate the meaning, even if they don’t know the word.





My content based problem is getting students to communicate in the target language verbally. 


Also, to communicate with confidence in their verbal and written skills.


























What questions will be used to frame this area of content (unit questions or big ideas)? 





What skills or understandings do you want your students to have as a result of the technology integration you propose?











If you don’t know a vocabulary word or verb conjugation, how can you still convey the meaning of what you want to communicate to another speaker?


How can you use technology to improve communication with a native speaker?


How can you use technology and Spanish speaking skills to interview a native speaker that lives in the community (or in the Spanish speaking world)?
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Skills


-Use technology with confidence to communicate with a native speaker


-Use technology to interview a native speaker and show what they’ve learned from the interview


-How to use technology (effectively and safely) outside of the classroom


-Understand how technology can help them communicate with the Spanish speaking world
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What technology seems best suited for your problem? What this is the best as opposed to other options?











For increasing communication – Skype, audio/voice tools, podcasts, online tools that can be used to write stories, laptops, cell phones, iPods (don’t have class set, but many students have them)





Notes from meeting with Punya and Dana


Make it realistic, cell phones


Connect with local community with interviews, write in Spanish, videos


Questions: How to set up the assignment? Interviews? 


MSU museum history project on how to conduct interviews


Scaffold, use examples, show what mistakes you made


Podcast, NPR


Find local person


Use project to connect with people 


Start with one class











What pedagogies do you think will work best given your choice of content and technologies? Why this choice over others?











Use of scaffolding


Show students examples of videos/podcasts (what to do and what not to do)


Group work- thinking of questions for the interviews


Pair work- finding someone in the community to interview


Individual work- each student needs to speak (in Spanish) while giving the interviews





How will you measure the impact of your technology integration on student learning (Surveys, interviews, observations, assessments, etc.)








Using Google Form- a pre and post survey about comfort levels of using technology 





Formal and informal assessments


Formal (compare last years final exam scores to next year)


Informal (more project based learning, more group work)





Interview students to find out about their confidence in speaking Spanish (beginning and end of the trimester)


Interview students to find out about their confidence in using technology (beginning and end of the trimester)














